MEN OF POWER

American Episcopal Chapel in Paris, and that they
formed the habit of reading the Bible daily and saying
their prayers together.

Return to America. At the close of the Civil War
the grandparents returned to New York to spend their
last days among their many American friends. They
brought the Trudeau boys with them and entered them
in schools. (Mrs. Trudeau remained in France and
married a captain in the French army.) America was
a revelation and a delight to Edward, now seventeen
years of age. Here at last he had the freedom he had
lacked in Paris. In that city boys and girls met and
spoke only in the presence of some older person; they
seldom had opportunity to discuss ideas and impres-
sions of their own. Here young people of both sexes
were thrown together intimately and with few restric-
tions; they danced, swam, skated, rode, and discussed
life with a big "L" and with precious little interference
from their elders. Edward loved it and made the most
of it. Winters he attended school (the Columbia
School of Mines for one term) or worked in various
offices as clerk. Summers he spent at the country home
of some cousins at Nyack, on the Hudson, In all sea-
sons he made love to the girls, went hunting or frolicked
with the boys, generally enjoyed himself, and refused to
take life seriously. He failed at most of the business
jobs he tackled chiefly because he had as yet no purpose
in life and nothing especially to live for except a good
time.
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